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worsen, Badshah Khan emphatically disagreed and added,
" As long as in India there are alive......at the top lead-
ers following the principles of Gandhiji such as Pandit
Nehru, Babu Rajendraprasad and several others, Mus-
lims in India have nothing to fear. Their condition will
not worsen."
As an illustration of the length to which persecution
could go, he narrated how in the month of January, 1948,
a young boy of the Khudai Khidmatgars had come and
stayed with him, carrying a pistol in those days of trouble
and disorder to defend himself, if need be. This pistol
belonged to the boy's uncle and both he and the boy said
that Badshah Khan had nothing at all to do with the
pistol nor even had any knowledge of it. Still Badshah
Khan was convicted and sentenced to a fine of Rs. 2 or
in the alternative, to " imprisonment till the rising of the
court". He refused to pay the fine.
He concluded by reiterating his faith in non-violence,
absolute and unqualified : "I am a practical man and
will judge things by their results. For the time being,
my main business will be to wait and watch. In all my
actions, I will be wedded to non-violence, which has been
the sheet-anchor of my life."
All eyes were turned on him when, speaking for the
first time in the Pakistan Dominion Parliament, on the
6th of March, 1948, he elucidated the significance of the
Pathanistan movement and made an impassioned plea for
toleration and the practice of the Islamic teaching of
equality and brotherhood in order to make Pakistan strong
and prosperous.
Moving his cut motion to discuss general administra-
tion, he declared that " six months of freedom found
Pakistan having an administration much more foreign
and bureaucratic than even that which existed during the
worst days of British rule. This," he said, " was in glar-
ing contrast to India where at least more- Indian Gover-
nors were administering an almost Indianized administra-
tion. The Government in Pakistan must become the